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COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 
The MXsical Theatre Certificate program is the College of Arts + ArchitectXre¶s 
performance-based interdisciplinar\ coXrse of stXd\. The conserYator\-st\le, 20-credit program 
is open to XndergradXate stXdents of all majors and alloZs stXdents to deYelop skills in acting, 
singing, and dancing. ThroXgh a cXrated seqXence of focXsed coXrseZork, stXdents Zill practice, 
research, and stXd\ the craft, theor\, and historical eYolXtion of mXsical theatre. 
 
StXdents are admitted b\ aXdition. The program¶s cornerstone coXrse, MXsical Theatre 
Workshop, consists of a cohesiYe 4-semester progression that coYers Golden Age repertoire, 
Contemporar\ repertoire, Scene StXd\ & AXdition TechniqXe, and a biennial Performance 
PracticXm, Zhich ma\ inclXde deYeloping a staged reading of an e[isting Zork or bringing in a 
professional mXsical theatre composer to Zork Zith stXdents on a neZ piece. In addition to this 
class, stXdents enroll in co-reqXisite applied Yoice lessons or class Yoice, ear training & 
sight-singing, Acting for MXsical Theatre, MXsical Theatre Histor\, and seYeral dance electiYes. 
 
Philosoph\ 
 
The MXsical Theatre Certificate program is designed to proYide stXdents Zith sXpplemental 
training that aXgments their primar\ coXrses of stXd\. ThroXgh the e[ploration of the tenets of 
mXsical theatre, the certificate program aims to deYelop Yersatile performers Zho demonstrate 
competence and comfort in both the classical mXsical theatre canon and cXtting-edge 
contemporar\ mXsical Zorks.  
 
OXr holistic approach emphasi]es the s\mbiotic relationships betZeen mXsic, acting, and dance. 
OXr carefXll\ cXrated cXrricXlXm e[amines the genre throXgh historical, cXltXral and sociological 
perspectiYes in order to promote deeper engagement Zith the histor\, deYelopment and fXtXre of 
the art form.  
 
OXr bespoke pedagogical approach offers stXdents a learning process catered specificall\ to their 
indiYidXal needs, strengths, talents and interests. OXr program seeks to identif\ and nXrtXre the 
XniqXe gifts of eYer\ stXdent, pXshing be\ond a standardi]ed approach to encoXrage stXdents to 
pXrsXe their oZn artistic paths. As stXdents begin to discoYer Zho the\ are as indiYidXal artists, 
the\ also learn hoZ to contribXte to an ensemble of creatiYe collaborators Zho YalXe the 
importance of sXpportiYe collegialit\, both onstage and off. 
 
We aim to groXnd stXdents in the realities of a competitiYe indXstr\ Zhile also encoXraging them 
in their artistic pXrsXits Zith a strong foXndation of training steeped in indXstr\ best practices. A 
cornerstone of oXr program inclXdes engagement Zith a stead\ series of gXest artists cXrrentl\ 
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Zorking professionall\ in the mXsical theatre indXstr\. These inYalXable e[periences forge a 
bridge betZeen oXr stXdents and Zorking professionals and proYide insight and conte[t for 
cXrrent indXstr\ standards and trends. 
 
OXr Xltimate goal is to eqXip stXdents Zith a loYe and cXriosit\ for the creatiYe process, a rich 
Xnderstanding of the genre, a habit for practice to bXild dependable techniqXe, and deYelopment 
of health\ life habits that enable longeYit\ in a demanding field. 
 
Diversit\ & Inclusion Statement 
 
The MXsical Theatre Certificate Program is dedicated to e[ploring the genre throXgh an inclXsiYe 
lens Zith a cXrricXlXm that acknoZledges the contribXtions of composers, pla\Zrights, and 
artists of Yaried ​gender identities, races and ethnicities, faith traditions, nationalities, and 
backgroXnds. We YalXe diYersit\ and practice inclXsion Zith regard to abilities, YalXes, opinions, 
and beliefs. A core pedagogical YalXe of oXr program is to empoZer stXdents to embrace their 
indiYidXalit\ and to proYide them tools to infXse those qXalities into their Zork. OXr goal is to 
help stXdents to fXll\ reali]e their potential b\ proYiding an enYironment that is a sXpportiYe, 
inclXsiYe, and safe space to learn, collaborate, and perform. ​StXdents are recrXited and accepted 
into the program on the basis of talent, skill, and potential for groZth and deYelopment. The 
program does not discriminate on the basis of race, ethnicit\, gender, se[Xalit\, religion, or 
disabilit\.  
 
 
PROGRAM FACULTY 
 
Musical Theatre Certificate Program Coordinators 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Dr. SeqXina DXBose 
Coordinator, MXsic Dept. 

Robinson 347 sdXbose5@Xncc.edX 
704-687-5297 

LaXra London Waringer. MFA 
Coordinator, Theatre Dept. 

Robinson 303D laXra.Zaringer@Xncc.edX 
704-687-0380 
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Department Chairs & Facult\ 
 

 
 
 Coaches & Pianists 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Dean Adams, MFA 
Associate Dean 
Performing Arts SerYices 

Robinson 203 Dean.Adams@Xncc.edX 
704-687-0392 

AXdre\ Babcock 
Voice area coordinator 
 MXsic Dept. 

Robinson 349 Ababcoc3@Xncc.edX 
704-687-0259 

Dr. L\nne Conner 
Chair, Theatre Dept. 

Robinson 364  lconner2@Xncc.edX 
704-687-0237 

Dr. Ann Dils 
Chair, Dance Dept. 

Robinson 361  adils@Xncc.edX 
704-687-0224 

Dr. Joe Skillen 
Chair, MXsic Dept. 

Robinson 343 jskillen@Xncc.edX 
 

Megan DeLaXra 
Coach & CollaboratiYe accompanist 

 megan.delaXra@Xncc.edX 

Erin Palmer 
Coach & CollaboratiYe accompanist 

Robinson 350 epalme13@Xncc.edX 
704-687-0264 

Ann Pengill\ 
Coach & CollaboratiYe accompanist 

 apengill@Xncc.edX 

Ginger W\rick 
Coach & CollaboratiYe accompanist 

Robinson 314 gZ\rick@Xncc.edX 

JacqXeline Moffitt-Yost 
Coach & CollaboratiYe accompanist 

  j\ost2@Xncc.edX 
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
Required Courses 
 
Course # of Credits Notes 

MXsical Theatre Workshop  
(COAA 3350) 

1 credit [ 4 semesters 
(4 total) 

Special topics: 
Golden Age, Contemporar\, 
Scene StXd\, AXdition & 
Repertoire, Performance 
PracticXm 

MXsical Theatre Histor\ 
(COAA 3150) 

3 credits  

Applied MXsic/IndiYidXal 
Voice Lessons  
(MUPF 1270)  
-or- 
 Class Voice  
(MUSC 1237 or MUSC 1240) 

1 credit [ 4 semesters 
(4 total) 

Co-reqXisite of MXsical Theatre 
Workshop (COAA 3350) 
 
Class Voice (MUSC 1237) is a 
prereqXisite for Class Voice 
MXsical Theatre (MUSC 1240) 

Intro to AXral Skills & 
Sight-Singing 
 (MUSC 1101) 

1 credit  

Acting for MXsical Theatre 
(THEA 3207) 

3 credits PrereqXisite: Acting I  
(THEA 1270) 

Dance ElectiYes 2 credits each 
(4 total) 

Choose ​TWO​: 
Ɣ Intro to Ballet  

(DANC 1212) 
Ɣ Tap  

(DANC 2126) 
Ɣ Contemporar\ Ja]] 

(DANC 2227) 

OPTIONAL​ IndXstr\ 
Preparation Directed 
Independent StXd\ 
(COAA 4800) 

1 credit Optional DIS to be completed 
dXring or after final semester of 
COAA 3350 (MT Workshop) 

TOTAL CREDITS 
REQUIRED: 

19 (Optional 20) credits  
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Voice Requirement Policies 
 
When enrolled in MXsical Theatre Workshop (COAA 3350), stXdents mXst enroll in Class 
Voice/Class Voice for MXsical Theatre (MUSC 1237 or MUSC 1240) as a co-reqXisite of the 
coXrse. E[perienced stXdents ma\ enroll in Applied MXsic (MUPF 1270) for indiYidXal Yoice 
lessons based on stXdio facXlt\ aYailabilit\. Upon completion of the 4 credit hoXrs of Applied 
MXsic or Class Voice/Class Voice for MXsical Theatre, stXdents ma\ continXe Zith priYate Yoice 
lessons at their oZn e[pense that mXst be arranged Zith their indiYidXal instrXctor ​. 
 
Capstone Requirements 
 
In their foXrth semester of the MXsical Theatre Workshop coXrse (COAA 3350), stXdents in the 
MXsical Theatre Certificate program Zill present a Capstone performance that Zill be part of the 
larger end-of-semester class shoZcase. StXdent performances Zill be eYalXated based on 
elements of the MXsical Theatre Certificate SLO rXbric, Zhich encompasses Acting TechniqXes 
& Character DeYelopment, Vocal TechniqXe, MXsicianship, MoYement and Ensemble 
ContribXtion. 
 
COURSE POLICIES 
 
Audition Procedures 
 
AXditions for the MXsical Theatre Certificate program are held once a \ear in the spring 
semester. AnnoXncements for aXditions Zill appear on the MXsical Theatre Certificate Program 
homepage: ​https://coaa.Xncc.edX/theatre/XndergradXate-programs/certificate-mXsical-theatre 
 
The program has a cXrrent enrollment cap of 15 stXdents total. Therefore, space in the program is 
dependent Xpon the rate of stXdent completion of the certificate. 
 
AXditions for the program consist of a one-minXte monologXe and a brief song, 3 minXtes or 
Xnder in length. Selections mXst be performed from memor\. In accordance Zith indXstr\ 
edXcational standards,  a cappella singing is not accepted, and sheet mXsic is reqXired for liYe 
accompaniment. In the eYent of an online or pre-recorded aXdition, an accompaniment track is 
permissible. AXditonees ma\ be asked for a second selection of song or monologXe and shoXld 
be prepared Zith additional material if asked. AXditionees ma\ also be asked to sing scales or 
Yocali]e. A moYement call ma\ be additionall\ reqXired. 
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MXsicianship leYel e[hibited in the aXdition and preYioXs Yoice e[perience Zill determine 
stXdent placement in either applied indiYidXal Yoice lessons, Class Voice, or Class Voice for 
MXsical Theatre. 
 
SXccessfXl stXdents Zill be notified b\ email Zith an official acceptance letter and are e[pected 
to coordinate Zith academic adYisor Hannah Harrell to begin enrollment in the reqXisite coXrses 
for the certificate program. 
 
 
Enrollment & Retention Polic\ 
 
The MXsical Theatre Certificate Program is selectiYe and has a cXrrentl\ capped enrollment of 15 
stXdents. FailXre to meet the reqXirements and policies oXtlined beloZ ma\ resXlt in probation 
and potential dismissal from the program. 
 
Grade Minimums 
To remain eligible for continXed enrollment in the MXsical Theatre Certificate program, stXdents 
mXst maintain an oYerall academic standing of a ​C letter grade or higher. 
 
Absences 
MXsical Theatre Certificate stXdents are e[pected to attend ALL reqXired classes. Class 
meetings± and \oXr attendance ± shoXld be treated as rehearsals for a professional process. This 
means that \oX are Zarmed Xp, present, and read\ to Zork at eYer\ schedXled class meeting 
time. An absence, e[cXsed or Xne[cXsed, does not relieYe a stXdent of an\ coXrse reqXirement. 
Please note that job-related schedXling conflicts are to be resolYed b\ the stXdent and do not 
qXalif\ as an e[cXsed absence. ​Excessive unexcused absences ma\ result in probation. 
 

● Illness 
 If \oX are too ill to attend class, please notif\ the instrXctor in Zriting (Yia email) prior to 
the class meeting. If there are mXltiple instrXctors in the coXrse, please email all of them. 
DocXmentation of doctors¶ notes are reqXired to e[cXse these absences. Prolonged or 
chronic health issXes shoXld be commXnicated to the Office of Disabilit\ SerYices 
( ​disabilit\@Xncc.edX ​) to ensXre appropriate accommodation. YoX ma\ also contact 
StXdent Assistance and SXpport SerYices in the StXdent Affairs office. 

 
● Personal Emergenc\ 

If \oX haYe a personal emergenc\, please notif\ the instrXctor in Zriting (Yia email) prior 
to the class meeting. If there are mXltiple instrXctors in the coXrse, please email all of 
them. If \oX are Xnable to get a note to \oXr instrXctors before the class, please do so at 
\oXr first aYailable moment. 
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● Online Classes  

In the eYent of online instrXction, stXdents are e[pected to treat online classes as the\ 
ZoXld in-person performance classes. FXll attention and respectfXl focXs is e[pected and 
reqXired. Cameras mXst be tXrned on for attendance pXrposes, bXt also dXe to the natXre 
of performance-oriented coXrseZork. E[ceptional circXmstances Zill reqXire instrXctor 
approYal. 

 
Consecutive Enrollment 
Ideall\, all 4 semesters of MXsical Theatre Workshop ZoXld be taken consecXtiYel\ to ensXre a 
continXit\ of practice progression. Gaps in enrollment in MXsical Theatre Workshop and an\ of 
its co-reqXisite Yoice reqXirements for more than 1 semester Zill reqXire special permission from 
the certificate co-ordinators. UnapproYed enrollment gaps and gaps e[tending be\ond 1 semester 
ma\ resXlt in remoYal from the certificate program. 
 
Probation & Readmission Polic\ 
In the eYent of probation or dismissal from the program, stXdents ma\ appeal for reneZed 
standing or readmission. StXdents mXst sXbmit a formal letter of appeal Yia email to the MXsical 
Certificate coordinators. ReneZed standing or readmission Zill be eYalXated b\ the coordinators 
and Zill depend Xpon enrollment aYailabilit\ Zithin the program, as Zell as an assessment of the 
initial caXse for probation or dismissal. Dismissed stXdents ma\ be asked to reaXdition dXring the 
ne[t admission period. StXdents on probation or dismissed stXdents ma\ be asked to sXbmit 
sXpplemental docXmentation that sXpports their appeal (i.e. transcripts, letters of 
recommendation, etc.). A formal response to the appeal Zill be issXed Yia email. 
 
EVALUATION & ASSESSMENT 
 
Grading 
 
A standard grading scale Zill be Xsed.  
    A       B       C       D        F 
90 ± 100% 80 ± 89% 70 ± 79% 60 ± 69% BeloZ 60% 

 
Juries 
 
All stXdents (majors, minors, or electiYes) enrolled in Applied Voice lessons at an\ leYel mXst 
perform before a jXr\ of facXlt\ members at the end of each semester, Zith e[ceptions granted 
for stXdents Zho haYe alread\ been adjXdicated dXring jXnior or senior recitals in that particXlar 
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semester. JXries Zill be held dXring the final e[amination period, and the performance Zill 
consist of appropriate repertoire, to be selected b\ the applied mXsic instrXctor. Selections mXst 
be performed from memor\. Use of a pianist or, in the special case of approYed online jXries, a 
pre-recorded accompaniment track is reqXired. 
 
Academic Integrit\ 
 
All stXdents are reqXired to read and abide b\ the Code of StXdent Academic Integrit\. 
Violations of the Code of StXdent Academic Integrit\, inclXding plagiarism, Zill resXlt in 
disciplinar\ action. The Code is aYailable from the Dean of StXdents Office or online at: 
http://ZZZ.legal.Xncc.edX/policies/ps-105.html 
 
MASTERCLASSES & GUEST ARTISTS 
 
The MXsical Theatre Certificate Program Zill Zelcome seYeral gXest artists from the indXstr\ 
throXghoXt the academic \ear. Prompt arriYal and focXsed, attentiYe, respectfXl behaYior is 
reqXired. ArriYe prepared to Zork and/or obserYe. YoX Zill be giYen adYance notice of Yisits and, 
as Zith an\ other class, attendance is ​reqXired ​. In the eYent of an online or digital masterclass or 
gXest Yisit, stXdent cameras are e[pected to be tXrned on for attendance pXrposes Xnless 
otherZise instrXcted, or preYioXs approYal has been obtained. Recording and distribXtion of 
footage of these sessions is PROHIBITED Xnless permission is otherZise granted.  

 
ADVISING & MENTORING 
 
Academic Advising 
Upon enrollment into the MXsical Theatre Certificate Program, stXdents mXst email academic 
adYisor Hannah Harrell to schedXle an adYisement meeting to plan oXt their coXrse of stXd\ as it 
pertains to the completion of the certificate reqXirements. StXdents are reqXired to schedXle 
sXbseqXent meetings Zith Ms. Harrrell at the beginning of each semester before the close of the 
drop/add period.  
 
Ms. Hannah Harrell. Performing Arts Academic AdYisor 
Robinson 331 
hbharrel@Xncc.edX 
704-687-0472 
 
StXdents Zho haYe concerns or qXestions are also Zelcome to reach oXt to the program 
coordinators to schedXle an adYising or mentoring session. 
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Industr\ Preparation Directed Independent Stud\ (COAA 4800) 
StXdents in their final semester of the MXsical Theatre Certificate program Zill haYe the option 
of enrolling in a 1-credit Directed Independent StXd\ (DIS) in Zhich coordinators Zill adYise 
and mentor stXdents in preparation for their goals in the field Xpon gradXation. Mentoring ma\ 
inclXde shoZreel and resXme creation, repertoire deYelopment, aXdition preparation and 
coaching, etc. Meetings for this DIS ZoXld occXr periodicall\ throXghoXt the semester based on 
a mXtXall\ agreed-Xpon schedXle.  
 
PROFESSIONALISM & ETIQUETTE 
 
Communication 
With the goal of deYeloping a cXltXre of professionalism, stXdents are e[pected to folloZ the 
rXles of common coXrtes\ in all email messages, threaded discXssions, chats and class 
conYersations. This inclXdes stating differing opinions politel\, offering constrXctiYe and 
thoXghtfXl feedback, and aYoiding name-calling. As a coXrtes\, in electronic commXnications, 
please Xse a greeting and sign off in proof-read emails. 
 
Focus & Preparation 
Performance classes take the collectiYe concentration of eYer\one inYolYed, Zhether performing 
or obserYing. ObserYers are e[pected to remain focXsed, take notes, and refrain from distracting 
behaYiors sXch as talking, te[ting, etc. For in-class performance, stXdents are e[pected to arriYe 
read\ to Zork and prepared in the manner that has been oXtlined b\ the instrXctor.  
 
Electronics 
StXdents are e[pected to silence and refrain from Xsing phones and deYices that are not a 
necessar\ component of coXrseZork. StXdents ma\ be permitted to record their oZn in-class 
Zork and performances for practice and personal Xse, bXt mXst obtain permission from the 
instrXctor. StXdents mXst also obtain permission to record instrXctor lectXres, or the 
Zork/performances that inYolYe other classmates. ​Public distribution of in-class recordings is 
strictl\ prohibited. 
 
Appearance 
StXdents are e[pected to adhere to personal h\giene standards, as indicated in the COAA 
ProdXction Polic\. StXdents mXst come to class in attire deemed appropriate b\ the instrXctor, 
regardless of in-person or online instrXction.  An\ personal reqXirements regarding dress mXst be 
commXnicated to instrXctors in adYance of class meetings.  
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Bull\ing 
MXsical Theatre is a collaboratiYe art form in Zhich professionals come together, share ideas and 
create art. There is no place for intimidation or bXll\ing in mXsical theatre and bXll\ing Zill not 
be tolerated in the MXsical Theatre program. BXll\ing ma\ inclXde Yerbal abXse, c\berbXll\ing, 
as Zell as in-person intimidation. Incidents of bXll\ing Zill be dealt Zith sZiftl\ and ma\ resXlt 
in probation or dismissal from the program.  
 
PHYSICAL & MENTAL HEALTH 
 
MXsical Theatre reqXires artists to Zork at the optimXm leYel of ph\sical and mental health 
possibilities. Ph\sical and mental health Zill dictate (to a degree) hoZ capabl\ a stXdent ma\ 
meet the reqXirements and rigors of the program. Sleep, rest, and nXtrition are ke\ components of 
\oXr training. If \oX are Xnder the Zeather, \oX Zill not be able to achieYe the best possible 
resXlts from \oXr coXrseZork and performances. 
 
If a stXdent reqXires special accommodations for an\ ph\sical or mental impairment, the\ mXst 
register Zith the Office of Disabilit\ SerYices:  ​https://ds.Xncc.edX/  
Once registered, coordinators Zill meet Zith the stXdent to ensXre that appropriate 
accommodations are made for optimal stXdent sXccess Zithin the program and its coXrses. 
 
We encoXrage stXdents to Xtili]e the folloZing campXs resoXrces as needed: 
 
Mental Health ResoXrces: ​https://caps.Xncc.edX/mental-health-resoXrces 
 
StXdent Health Center: ​https://stXdenthealth.Xncc.edX/ 
 
UNCC Recreation Center: ​https://Xrec.Xncc.edX/facilities/XniYersit\-recreation-center 
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STUDENT AGREEMENT- Musical Theatre Certificate Program 
 
 
 
Printed Name: __________________________________  
 
Major: __________________________________ 
 
Email: __________________________________ 
 
Phone #: __________________________________ 
 
 
I  hereb\ acknowledge that I have read the Musical Theatre Certificate Handbook and 
agree to all rules, regulations, and policies pertaining to the Musical Theatre Certificate 
program. 
 
 
Student Signature 
 
 
________________________ 
 
 
 
Date 
 
________________________ 
 


